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Section IX, 3, C (2) (e) 
(2) Consideration of Special Factors. 

--The IEP Team shall: 

(a) In the case of a child whose behavior impedes the child's learning or that of others, consider the use 

of positive behavioral interventions and supports, and other strategies, to address that behavior; 

(b) In the case of a child with limited English proficiency, consider the language needs of the child as 

such needs relate to the child's IEP; 

(c) In the case of a child who is blind or visually impaired, provide for instruction in Braille and the use of 

Braille unless the IEP Team determines, after an evaluation of the child's reading and writing skills, 

needs, and appropriate reading and writing media (including an evaluation of the child's future needs 

for instruction in Braille or the use of Braille), that instruction in Braille or the use of Braille is not 

appropriate for the child; 

(d) Consider the communication needs of the child, and in the case of a child who is deaf or hard of 

hearing, consider the child's language and communication needs, opportunities for direct 

communications with peers and professional personnel in the child's language and communication 

mode, academic level, and full range of needs, including opportunities for direct instruction in the child's 

language and communication mode; and 

(e) Consider whether the child needs assistive technology devices and services. 

 

XI. EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES FOR YOUNG CHILDREN B-2 AND RELATED SERVICES 

FOR CHILDREN THREE TO TWENTY 

Assistive Technology 
Assistive technology device. In general, the term assistive technology device means any item, piece of 

equipment, or product system, whether acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized, 

that is used to increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities of a child with a disability. The 

exception is the term does not include a medical device that is surgically implanted, or the replacement 

of such device. 

Assistive technology service means any service that directly assists a child with a disability in the 

selection, acquisition, or use of an assistive technology device.  

Such term includes: 

i. The evaluation of the needs of such child, including a functional evaluation of 

the child in the child’s customary environment;  

ii. Purchasing, leasing, or otherwise providing for the acquisition of assistive 

technology devices by such child; 



iii. Selecting, designing, fitting, customizing, adapting, applying, maintaining, 

repairing, or replacing assistive technology devices; 

iv. Coordinating and using other therapies, interventions, or services with assistive 

technology devices, such as those associated with existing education and 

rehabilitation plans and programs;  

v. Training or technical assistance for such child, or where appropriate, the family 

of such child; and  

vi. Training or technical assistance for professionals (including individuals providing 

education and rehabilitation services), employers, or other individuals who 

provide services to, employ, or are otherwise substantially involved in the major 

life functions of the child.  

If the IEP Team determines that an assistive technology device or service is necessary for the provision of 

a Free, Appropriate Public Education and specifies the assistive technology device or service within the 

children's IEP, the school administrative unit is responsible for ensuring the provision of the assistive 

technology device or service at no cost to the parents.  

On a case-by-case basis, the use of school purchased assistive technology devices in a student’s home or 

in other settings is required if the child’s IEP Team determines that the child needs access to those 

devices in order to receive a free appropriate public education.  

An Assistive Technology Professional (ATP) must meet the national RESNA ATP Certification and keep the 

certification current so that the individual is on the Certification Directory.  

A provider who is already qualified to provide services and consultation on the use of assistive technology 

in the provider’s practice is not required to also have this National Certification. (Such as OT,PT, or 

Speech) 

 


